Pineapple is the third largest agricultural product after tea and coconut, which has a demand in export market. Although the nature has blessed with an ideal climate for growing wide range of delicious fruits including pineapple, Sri Lanka is not in a position to meet the growing demand. Therefore, that is very important to study about the export performance of fresh pineapple in Sri Lankan context. The general objective of this study was to identify the determinants of contribution of pineapple growers for export volume in Gampaha district. A structured questionnaire based survey was carried out to collect the data from random sample of 130 pineapple growers in Dompe and Diulapitiya DS divisions in Gampaha district. The result of Tobit model revealed that the contribution of pineapple growers for exports of pineapple was significantly determined by the age of grower, experience of grower, pineapple cultivated land extent, amount supply for local market, domestic price and export price. In the study of specific objectives, there was an upward trend from 1990 to 2004 and trend was declined from 2004 to 2012 with some fluctuations. The reason was that the export of preserved pineapple has shown a significant improvement within last few years and in developing the forecasting model for future forecast and the generalized model for current situation analysis for fresh pineapple exports in Sri Lanka. Vector Autoregressive Model (VAR) was used to develop the forecast model and the generalized model was developed without considering the time factor. The result revealed that the export of fresh pineapple was significantly determined by the average exchange rate and the domestic price.
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The pineapple is considered as one of the most important tropical fruits in the world. Its pleasant flavor and exquisite taste qualities have made it as one of the choicest fruits throughout the world 1 . Pineapple is the third most important tropical fruit in the world production after banana and citrus 3 .
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization, pineapple was a major tropical fruit with over 9.2 lakh hectares of cultivated land and 18.2 million tons (mt) of pineapple produced in the world. The world market for fresh pineapple has been growing rapidly during the past years and further expansions will be expected in the future. Thailand, Brazil, Philippine, Costa Rica and China are the countries that are playing a major role in producing pineapple in the world. th , which gives the less than one per cent of total world production among the world's pineapple producers. However, Sri Lanka produces some of the finest pineapples in the world, which has a huge potential for a huge export market. Although, it is not supported and promoted adequately, pineapples grown in Sri Lanka are in demand as they are nutritious and delicious. The Sri Lanka's production of pineapple is increasing year by year, there is a big problem related with finding exportable quality pineapples in sufficient quantities. In case of Sri Lanka, there is a big gap between the total pineapple production and the total export volume of pineapple.
Consider ing about the Sr i Lankan conditions, some pineapple growers are offering their total production directly to the exporters. Some are offering their total production to the wholesalers and also others are giving their production both the exporters and the wholesalers in different quantities. Several factors may affect for their contribution for the export volume of pineapple. This study was aimed to estimate the determinants of the contribution of pineapple growers for export volume in Gampaha district as Gampaha district contributes a significant portion to the total pineapple production of the country.
It is very important to examine the export performance of pineapple of Sri Lanka considering more than 20 years. It assists to identify the pattern and the variations, which have been occurred and it is very valuable for taking decisions in future. Annual time series from 1990 to 2012 was utilized to achieve the specific objectives. The past export performance was examined using a graph drawn the times in years versus exports of kilograms. The forecast model and the generalized model were developed using EViews8 statistical software. The general objectives of this study are to identify the determinants of contribution of pineapple growers for export volume in Gampaha district. The specific objectives are to study the past export performance of fresh pineapple since 1990 to 2012 in Sri Lanka and to develop the forecasting model and generalized model for fresh pineapple exports in Sri Lanka.
MEthODOLOGy
A structured questionnaire based survey was carried out to collect the data from random sample of 130 pineapple growers in Dompe and Diulapitiya DS divisions in Gampaha district to achieve the general objective. The tobit model was used to find out the relationship between dependent variable and other explanatory variables using STATA statistical package while descriptive analysis was used to explain the characteristics of the sample.
Specific objectives were achieved using secondary data, which has been collected as time series. The past performance of fresh pineapple since 1990 in Sri Lanka was studied using a graph drawn with times in years versus export of pineapple in kilograms. Vector Autoregression Model (VAR) was used with three major steps namely Lag 
RESuLtS AnD DiSCuSSiOn
According to the tobit regression, age of the grower has been significant at 10 % significant level and land extent of pineapple cultivated has been significant at 5 % significant level. Experience of the grower, amount supply for local market, domestic price and export price have been significant at 1 % significant level.
There is a fluctuation of export performance of fresh pineapple from 1990 to 1995. It can be seen upward trend up to 2004 and after 2004, it shows a downward trend up to 2012 (Fig.1) . Pineapples are exported from Sri Lanka in the form of fresh, juice, dried or preserved 4 . According to the record of department of customs, it can be clearly identified that export of preserved pineapple has shown a significant improvement and quantity of exports has increased from 38 mt in 2000 to 394 mt in 2009. Exports of dried pineapple has commenced also in 2003 and both the exports of pineapple in the form of juice and dried are also showing the decline. Therefore, preserved pineapple has played a major role while being a reason to decrease the fresh pineapple exports.
Five information criteria were used for the lag selection. In the lag selection maximum lag was one with majority rule within five information criteria. This lag was used for Johansen Cointergartion test and vector error correction model (VECM). Preconditions for Johansen Cointergration test was tested using graphical illustration and correlogram specifications. In running Johansen Cointergartion test it could be found that there was one cointegrated equation and it allowed running the vector error correction model. Five forecast models were The exports of fresh pineapple were significantly affected by the average exchange rate and the domestic price at 5 % significant level. The coefficient of the average exchange rate was 3.30 with a positive sign and it shows a very strong impact of currency devaluation over last twenty three years.
In this generalized model adjusted R 2 was 71.56 % and it implies that the exports of pineapple can be explained by the independent variables namely average exchange rate, domestic price, total production of pineapple, pineapple cultivated land area up to the level 71.56 %.
COnCLuSiOnS
The contribution for exports of fresh pineapple was significantly determined by the age of the grower, experience of the grower, pineapple cultivated land extent, amount given for local market, domestic price and export price. The export performance of fresh pineapple had an upward trend from 1990 to 2004 and a downward trend from 2004 to 2012. Forecast model was developed by selecting the best model from five forecast models. Generalized model has been developed without considering the time factor and result revealed that the export of fresh pineapple was significantly determined by the average exchange rate and the domestic price of pineapple and the adjusted R 2 value was 71.56 %.
